
Honorable Norman C. Bay, Chair 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, NE 

Washington, DC 20426 

 

 Re: Docket CP15-558-00 

  PennEast Proposed Natural Gas Pipeline 

 

Dear Mr. Bay: 

The proposed PennEast Pipeline would inflict irreparable harm to clean water and the natural 

environment within the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed and elsewhere along its proposed 

route. I stand with the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association in opposing the PennEast 

Pipeline.  The PennEast Pipeline would carve a wide swath through this region’s streams, 

wetlands, and forests. It would degrade habitat for fish and wildlife dependent on these habitats. 

It would threaten drinking water supplies across this region.   

My opposition to the pipeline is because it would: 

 Degrade waterways within our watershed. For example, the original route for the PennEast 

pipeline would cut through the Stony Brook and Baldwin Creek, which have been designated 

as “Category One” waterbodies by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection.   The 

current route cuts through thirty-one Category One waterbodies and their tributaries. 

 Fill and degrade wetlands important to this region.  According to PennEast, 33 wetland areas 

would be disturbed and crossed by the pipeline.  These are wetlands that provide habitat for 

threatened and endangered species or are adjacent to important waters. 

 Carve up mature forests into smaller patches of habitat, reducing their value for forest-

dependent wildlife and making these areas more susceptible to colonization by non-native 

invasive species that can out-compete native species. 

 Destroy and degrade habitat for threatened and endangered species. 

 Damage dozens of areas that have been preserved as open space and protected farmland, 

undermining public and private preservation programs.  The proposed route will damage 

over 4,000 acres of preserved property. 

 

I am also concerned that the current process for pipelines is marked by a lack of regional, 

national or programmatic planning. Instead, the environmental impacts and public needs for such 

infrastructure are currently evaluated singly and in isolation from other existing and proposed 

pipelines.  Before another pipeline is approved, FERC should perform a Programmatic EIS to 

review the cumulative impacts of the natural gas infrastructure and a regional plan is adopted. 



I urge FERC to deny a PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC. application for a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity.  Our environment is too important to destroy. 
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